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the cavity thereby made we cast all weapons of war. Into the
depths of the earth, deep down into the under-earth currents of
water flowing to unknown regions, we cast all weapons of strife,
We bury them from sight and we plant again the tree* Thus
shall the Great Peace be established."
The Confederacy was one of delegated, limited powers; and
with exhaustive care and success, it was so structured that au-
thority flowed upward, from the smallest and most organic
units, not downward from the top, From this source came the
stability of the Confederacy during the century and a half when
all of the maddening stresses of white contact were focused
upon it as upon no other Indian grouping; and hence, its far-
seeing statesmanship, recognized by the Colonies, France and
England, The Confederacy was a nation which enhanced the
liberty and responsibility of its component parts down even to
the minutest member.
"When the five Iroquoian tribes were organized into a con-
federation," wrote Hewitt, "its government was only a develop-
ment of that of the separate tribes, just as the government of
each of the constituent tribes was a development of that of the
several clans of which it was composed. The government of the
clan was a development of that of the several brood families of
which it was composed, and the brood family, strictly speaking,
was composed of the progeny of a woman and her female de-
scendants, counting through the female line only . . . The sim-
pler units surrendered part of their autonomy to the next higher
units in such wise that the whole was closely interdependent
and cohesive. The establishment of ibe higher unit created new
rights, privilege*, and duties." y (My italics.) According to
Hewitt the new rights, privileges and duties were created for
the higher level as well as for all the lower levels which com-
posed the higher; since power flowed always from the base to
the summit, not the other way,
All power, but not all Initiative and responsibility, thus
flowed. Like nearly all Indians, the Iroquois knew that creativity
and effective social action were matters of leadership. Develop-
ing and choosing leaders, and relating leaders to each other
and to the people, was a preoccupation of nearly all tribes. It
was only that the Iroquoian peoples possessed values and
mechanisms which were in part their own; and in the Con*
federacy, these values and mechanisms were stated and institu-
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